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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 02910 151432Z 
ACTION SCS-03 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 IO-13 ISO-OO PA-01 PRS-01 CPR-01 L-03 
H-01 SCA-01 DHA-02 /035 W 

151437Z 040203/47 

P 151326Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9878 

INFO US MISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 2290 

USIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 2910 

SECSTATE FOR AF, AF/W AND SCS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PFOR, NI (DARNTON, JOHN) 

REF: (A) LAGOS 2830-U (B) LAGOS 2827-U, (C) LAGOS 2822, ((D) 

LAGOS 282 1-U 

FOLLOWING ARE SOME ADDITIONAL POINTS RELATIVE TO DARNTON 
EXPULSION: 

A) DARNTON, AFP BUREAU CHIEF POULTNEY AND PAO DISCUSSED 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEPORTATION AND CONCLUDED THAT EXPULSION ORDER 
MUST HAVE BEEN DRAWN UP SHORTLY AFTER DARNTON'S DEPARTURE FROM 
LAGOS FEB 20 FOR TDY IN ETHIOPIA. DUE USUAL BUREAUCRATIC IN- 
EFFICIENCY, NSO AUTHORITIES PRESUMABLY FIRST BECAME AWARE DARNTON 
HAD RETURNED TO LAGOS BY READING IN MARCH 1 1 LOCAL NEWSPAPERS ABOUT 
HIS OUSTING PREVIOUS DAY FROM ANIKULAPO-KUTI HEARING (REFTEL D) 

AND EXPULSION ORDER IMMEDIATELY PUT INTO EFFECT. 

B) FIRST QUERY RE EXPULSION WAS RECEIVED BY USIS 110 HOURS MARCH 
14 

FROM DAILY TIMES WHICH HAD JUST RECEIVED TIP FROM MEA SOURCE, WHO 
GAVE NO REASON FOR ACTION. IN CONVERSATIONS PAO AND IO HAD DURING 
DAY WITH MININFORMATION AND NIGERIAN NEWS EXECUTIVES, AT, I. 

EXPRESSED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 02910 151432Z 

SURPRISE AND SOME STRONG SHOCK WHEN DARNTON DEPORTATION MENTIONED. 

C) WITH DEPARTURE NEW YORK TIMES REPRESENTATIVE, ONE WESTERN 
RESIDENT CORRESPONDENT REMAINS (AFP). HE BELIEVES TOTAL OTHER 
FOREIGN MEDIA REPRESENTATION NOW CONSISTS OF FOLLOWING: TASS(l), 
NOVOSTI (2), RADIO/TV MOSCOW (1). DPA (1), NCNA (2) AND GHANA NEWS 
AGENCY (1). 
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D) IRONICAL TWIST: WHEN DARNTON PHONED NYTIMES LATE MARCH 1 1 TO 
INFORM EDITORS OF HIS EXPULSION, THEY SAID DECISION JUST MADE TO 
CLOSE TIMES LAGOS BUREAU ANYWAY IN AUGUST WHEN EXPIRATION OF CURRENT 
RESIDENTIAL LEASE WOULD TRIGGER INCREASE TO MINIMAL ANNUAL RENTAL 
COST OF $32,000. 

CROSBY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EXPULSION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAGOS02910 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770088-0905 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770356/aaaabxfj.tel 

Line Count: 69 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 03fa80b7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 LAGOS 2830, 77 LAGOS 2827, 77 LAGOS 2822 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3098173 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DARNTON EXPLOSION 
TAGS: CASC, PFOR, Nl, (DARNTON, JOHN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/03fa80b7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



